110                                           PORTUGUESE   IK   IXDIA.

CHAP,    party, attacked the enemy's  position, and succeeded in
v ^w>   j driving them off, when, having spiked their guns, he again
A>IX     retired to his ships.

1504. The enemy's vessels soon after arrived and began to"
attack the Portuguese ships, but after a long artillery duel
their paraos were driven off and many of them sunk. The
Prince of Eepelim then made two unsuccessful attempts to
cross the ford, being on each occasion forced to retire with
the loss of many men.

Being repulsed at Palurt, the Zamorin and Naubea
Darim went with a large force to Palignard. The attempt
to cross this ford was led by Naubea Darim in person, but
he was twice forced to retreat with considerable loss, and
soon after his second failure a plague broke out in the
enemy's camp, which put a stop for a time to further hos-
tile operations on the part of the Zamorin.

Pacheco took advantage of this respite to repair his
vessels, to furnish them with fresh supplies of arms and
ammunition, and to make all necessary preparations^
Amongst other means of defence he had a number of
stakes cut, the ends of which were sharpened and hardened
in the fire. These were driven deep into the mud at low
water, so that they could not easily be drawn out, with the
view of rendering the ford impassable on foot.

In due course the Zamorin again advanced his army to
the attack. His artillery consisted of thirty brass cannon>
which was sent in advance of the main body of the army,
guarded by 4,000 picked men. The first line of the main
army consisted of 12,000 men, under the comand of Nau-
bea Darim; next came the Prince of Repelim with a
similar number, and the Zamorin brought up the rear
with 15,000 troops. To oppose this overwhelming force
Pacheco had only two vessels with forty Portuguese, and"*
the 200 men sent by the King of Cochin, who were
stationed in a place of great natural strength on shore,
defended by a rampart. These latter, however, deserted
as soon as the attack was first commenced.